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pursuits V good reads



$�GHHSO\�VSLULWXDO�ZRPDQ��-HQ�6KLPDOOD�GRHVQ·W�EHOLHYH� LQ�FRLQFL-
GHQFHV��´7KHUH·V�D�UHDVRQ�ZK\�*RG�SXWV�\RX�LQ�FHUWDLQ�VLWXDWLRQV�µ�
VKH� VD\V�� (YHQ�� DV� VKH·V� FRPH� WR� GLVFRYHU�� D� VLWXDWLRQ� DV� SDLQIXO�
DV� ORVLQJ� KHU� IDWKHU��7KRXJK�KLV� ORVV�ZDV� D� WHUULEOH� EORZ�� LW� DOVR�
LQVSLUHG�-HQ�WR�ZULWH�KHU�UHFHQWO\�SXEOLVKHG�FKLOGUHQ·V�ERRN�Heaven 
Cent�WR�KHOS�FKLOGUHQ�FRSH�ZLWK�WKH�ORVV�RI �D�ORYHG�RQH�DQG�WR�FRQ-
YH\�WKLV�PHVVDJH��´<RX·UH�QRW�DORQH�µ
� -HQ·V�IDWKHU�SDVVHG�DZD\�LQ�������DQG�VKH�IHOW�KLV�ORVV�WHUULEO\��
´0\�GDG�DQG�,�ZHUH�YHU\�FORVH��+H�ZDV�P\�EHVW�IULHQG�µ�VKH�VD\V��$W�
WKH�WLPH�RI �KLV�SDVVLQJ��-HQ·V�FKLOGUHQ�ZHUH�HLJKW��VL[�DQG�IRXU�\HDUV�
ROG��DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�DOVR�VWUXJJOLQJ�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�ZK\�WKHLU�*UDQGSD�
ZDV�QR�ORQJHU�DURXQG��7KHQ�RQH�QLJKW�D�IHZ�GD\V�DIWHU�KHU�IDWKHU·V�
GHDWK��-HQ�KDG�D�GUHDP�WKDW�EHFDPH�WKH�EDVLV�IRU�Heaven Cent��´,�
ZRNH�XS�DQG�WKH�ERRN�ZDV�WKHUH�µ�VKH�UHFDOOV��,Q�WKH�VWRU\��D�\RXQJ�
JLUO�LV�JULHYLQJ�WKH�ORVV�RI �KHU�JUDQGIDWKHU��,Q�QHHG�RI �FRPIRUW��VKH�
KRSHV�WR�ÀQG�D�VLJQ�IURP�KLP��:ULWWHQ�LQ�D�VLPSOH�UK\PH��WKH�ERRN�
GHVFULEHV�KRZ�WKH�JLUO�LV�PLVVLQJ�KHU�JUDQGIDWKHU��WKHQ�FRQWLQXHV��

“I wish he was standing near me, but then I see a penny in his place.”

� :ULWLQJ� IURP� WKH� SHUVSHFWLYH� RI � KHU� ROGHVW� GDXJKWHU�$OH[-
DQGUD��ZKR�ZDV�HLJKW�DW� WKH� WLPH�� -HQ�XVHG�WKH�ERRN�WR�KHOS�KHU�
RZQ�FKLOGUHQ� FRSH�ZLWK� WKH� ORVV�RI � WKHLU� JUDQGIDWKHU��7KHQ�� WKH�
6KLPDOODV�EHJDQ�WR�ÀQG�SHQQLHV��´:H�ZHUH�DOO�VHDUFKLQJ�IRU�FRP-
IRUW�DIWHU�KLV�GHDWK�µ�VD\V�-HQ�� $́OH[DQGUD�ZRXOG�ÀQG�SHQQLHV�LQ�WKH�
PRVW�XQUHDO�SODFHV��,�IRXQG�WKHP�RQ�P\�FRXQWHU�LQ�P\�EDWKURRP��
,�IRXQG�WKHP�LQ�D�QHZ�SXUVH�,�MXVW�SXUFKDVHG�µ�5HFDOOLQJ�WKH�ÀUVW�
WLPH�WKH\�IRXQG�SHQQLHV�VKRUWO\�DIWHU�VKH�KDG�ZULWWHQ�Heaven Cent��
-HQ�VD\V��´7KH�PRUQLQJ�RI �P\�GDXJKWHU·V�)LUVW�+RO\�&RPPXQLRQ��
RQH�PRQWK�DIWHU�P\�IDWKHU·V�SDVVLQJ��ZDV�D�KRUULEO\�GLIÀFXOW�WLPH�

IRU� XV� DOO�� $V�$OH[DQGUD� VWDUWHG� WRZDUG� WKH� FKXUFK� VKH� IRXQG� D�
SHQQ\�LQ�WKH�SDUNLQJ�ORW��$OO�RI �XV�FULHG�D�OLWWOH��EXW�ZH�ZHUH�HODWHG�
WR�NQRZ�WKDW�'DG�ZDV�ZLWK�XV�RQ�WKLV�LPSRUWDQW�GD\�µ
� $QG� WKH� 6KLPDOODV� KDYH� FRQWLQXHG� WR� ÀQG� ´SHQQLHV� IURP�
KHDYHQµ�LQ�WKH�PRVW�LQH[SOLFDEOH�SODFHV��HYHQ�WHQ�\HDUV�ODWHU��7KH�
VWRULHV�RI �XQOLNHO\�SHQQLHV�QXPEHU�LQ�WKH�KXQGUHGV�QRZ��-HQ�VD\V��
DQG�DOO�RI �KHU�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�KDYH�MDUV�RI �SHQQLHV�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�
IRXQG� RYHU� WKH� \HDUV�� -HQ� VD\V� WKH\� ÀQG� SHQQLHV� LQ� SDUWLFXODU� DW�
´WLPHV�WKDW�\RX�QHHG�WR�EH�UHPLQGHG�WKDW�\RX·UH�QRW�DORQH�RU�WKDW�
\RX·UH� ORYHG�µ� 2QH� SDUWLFXODUO\� XQXVXDO� ÀQG� RFFXUUHG� UHFHQWO\�
ZKHQ� -HQ� DQG� KHU� KXVEDQG� )UHG�ZHUH� FHOHEUDWLQJ� WKHLU� DQQLYHU-
VDU\��7KH\�ZHUH�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI �PDNLQJ�D�ORW�RI �FKDQJHV�LQ�WKHLU� 
OLYHV�²�VWDUWLQJ�D�QHZ�FRPSDQ\��VHOOLQJ�WKHLU�FXUUHQW�EXVLQHVV�²�DQG�
ZHUH�IHHOLQJ�WKH�VWUHVV��7KH\�KDG�JRQH�RXW�IRU�VRIW�VHUYH�\RJXUW�RQ�
WKH�HYH�RI �WKHLU�DQQLYHUVDU\��DQG�)UHG�ZDV�XQDEOH�WR�ÀQLVK�KLV��VR�
KH�VWXFN�LW�LQ�WKH�IUHH]HU�IRU�ODWHU��7KH�QH[W�GD\��ZKHQ�KH�WRRN�LW�
RXW�DQG�EHJDQ�WR�HDW�WKH�UHVW��KH�VXGGHQO\�ELW�LQWR�VRPHWKLQJ�KDUG��
,W�ZDV�D�SHQQ\��EXULHG�GHHS�LQ�WKH�\RJXUW��7KHLU�NLGV�VFUDPEOHG�WR�
ZDVK�LW�RII �LQ�RUGHU�WR�FKHFN�WKH�GDWH�RQ�WKH�FRLQ�DQG�GLVFRYHUHG�
WKDW�LW�ZDV�IURP�WKH�\HDU�-HQ�DQG�)UHG�ZHUH�PDUULHG��
� ´,W·V�QRW�FRLQFLGHQFH�RU�PDJLF�µ�-HQ�LQVLVWV��´LW·V�P\�IDWKHU�µ�
7KDW�LV�WKH�PHVVDJH�WKDW�VKH·V�KRSLQJ�WR�FRQYH\�WR�WKH�\RXQJ�UHDG-
HUV� RI � KHU� ERRN�� ´,I �*RG�PDGH� WKLV�ZKROH�ZRUOG��ZK\� FRXOGQ·W� 
+H�DOORZ�\RX�WR�ÀQG�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�ZDV�OHIW�EHKLQG�E\�VRPHRQH�
\RX�ORYH"�,�WKRXJKW�RXU�H[SHULHQFH�FRXOG�KHOS�RWKHU�NLGV�ZKR�DUH�
JULHYLQJ�µ
� $OWKRXJK�WKH�ERRN�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�RYHU�WHQ�\HDUV�DJR��-HQ�RQO\�
UHFHQWO\�GHFLGHG� WR�VHHN�SXEOLFDWLRQ��´,·G�EHHQ�GHEDWLQJ�SXEOLVK-
LQJ�µ�VKH�VD\V��´>EXW@�LI �,�FDQ�KHOS�RQH�SHUVRQ�>WKURXJK�WKH�ERRN@��
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WKDW·V�ZKDW� ,�ZDV� FDOOHG� WR� GR�µ� 6KH� FKRVH�
WR�VHOI�SXEOLVK�ZLWK�%DOERD�3UHVV��D�GLYLVLRQ�
RI �+D\�+RXVH�� EHFDXVH� RI � WKHLU� HPSKDVLV�
RQ� VSLULWXDO�SRVLWLYH� PHVVDJH� ERRNV�� 7KH�
ERRN�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�6HSWHPEHU������DQG�
LV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�$PD]RQ�FRP��%DUQHVDQG1R-
EOH�FRP� DQG� -HQ·V� ZHEVLWH� ZZZ�MHQVERRNV�
QHW��-HQ�DOVR�VHOOV�WKH�ERRNV�DW�KHU�EXVLQHVV��
WKH�8SWRZQ�'HOL��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�ZULWLQJ�WKH�
ERRN��VKH�DOVR�GLG�KHU�RZQ�LOOXVWUDWLRQV��6KH�
RULJLQDOO\�KDG�VWXGHQWV�IURP�6DYDQQDK�&RO-
OHJH�RI �$UW�DQG�'HVLJQ�VXEPLW�LOOXVWUDWLRQV��
EXW�FKRVH� WR�XVH�KHU�RZQ�ZRUN� LQVWHDG��´,�
IHOW� VDG�ZLWK� WKH�RULJLQDO� DUWZRUN�µ� VKH�H[-
SODLQV�� ´,W�ZDV� YHU\� JRRG�� EXW� LW�PDGH�PH�
PRURVH�� ,� ZDQWHG� LW� WR� LQVSLUH� NLGV� DQG�
DGXOWV�WR�VHH�EH\RQG�WKH�KXUW«�WR�PDNH�\RX�
KDSS\��KDYH�JRRG�PHPRULHV��IHHO�ORYHG�µ
� -HQ� KDV� EHHQ� RYHUZKHOPHG� ZLWK� WKH�
SRVLWLYH�UHVSRQVH�WKDW�VKH�KDV�UHFHLYHG�IURP�
FXVWRPHUV�� ´,� JHW� D� ORW� RI � SHRSOH� FRPLQJ�
DQG� FU\LQJ� DQG� WHOOLQJ� PH� WKDW� WKH� ERRN�
KHOSV� WKHP�WR�QRW� IHHO� VR�DORQH«�>WR� IHHO@�
WKDW� VRPHRQH� LV� VKDULQJ� WKHLU� H[SHULHQFH�� ,�
WKLQN� ,·YH� DFKLHYHG�P\� JRDO� RI � ¶LI � ,� FRXOG�
KHOS�RQH�SHUVRQ·�µ�VKH�VPLOHV�
� ,Q�WKH�IXWXUH��-HQ�KRSHV�WR�GHYRWH�KHU-
VHOI �IXOO�WLPH�WR�HQFRXUDJLQJ�RWKHUV�WR�ORRN�
DW� OLIH� ZLWK� D� QHZ� SHUVSHFWLYH� DQG� WR� KHOS�
WKHP� EHFRPH�PRUH� DZDUH� RI � *RG·V� SUHV-
HQFH� LQ� WKHLU� OLYHV�� ´,·P� QRW� DIUDLG� WR� VHH�
VRPHWKLQJ�LQ�D�GLIIHUHQW�ZD\«�WR�VHH�D�VLJQ�
WKDW·V�EHHQ�OHIW�IURP�*RG�µ�VD\V�-HQ��´,�ZDQW�
WR�KHOS�RWKHUV�FKDQJH�WKHLU�ZD\�RI �WKLQNLQJ�
DQG�PDNH�WKHP�ORRN�DW�WKLQJV�GLIIHUHQWO\��,I �
,� KDGQ·W� FKDQJHG� WKH�ZD\� ,�ZDV� ORRNLQJ� DW�
WKH�ZRUOG��,�PLJKW�QHYHU�KDYH�HYHQ�VHHQ�WKH�
SHQQLHV� WKDW� ZHUH� OHIW� IURP�P\� GDG�µ� 6KH�
ZDQWV�WR�LQVSLUH�WKLV�QHZ�SHUVSHFWLYH�LQ�RWK-
HUV� WKURXJK�KHU�ZULWLQJ��DV�ZHOO�DV� WKURXJK�
D�FORWKLQJ�OLQH�WKDW�VKH�KDV�GHYHORSHG�XVLQJ�
GLIIHUHQW� WDNHV� RQ� WKH� VD\LQJ� ´'R�/LIH� ,Q-
VSLUHG�µ�´7KLV�LV�ZKDW�,�ZDQW�WR�GR�µ�-HQ�VD\V�
RI � KHU� GHVLUH� WR� FRPPXQLFDWH� KHU� LQVSLUD-
WLRQDO�PHVVDJH��´7KLV� LV�P\� WUXH�SDVVLRQ�²�
ZULWLQJ�RU�WDONLQJ�DERXW�WKH�SRVVLELOLWLHV�WKDW�
OLIH�KROGV�IRU�SHRSOH��7KDW·V�ZKDW�JHWV�PH�XS�
LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�µ�  Z       
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